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Fund-raising Tags Generate
Big Bucks For Wildlife

Each year, selected non-profit organizations sell big game tags at their fund-
raising events.

California�s wildlife benefits from the auction revenue, since all of the
money raised through the sale of the tags goes into the DFG�s management
programs for those species. Below, by type of tag, are the results of the
auctions completed as of Tracks� press date:
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Fund-Raising Tag Host Organization Amount

Bighorn Sheep Foundation for North American Wild Sheep $76,000

Tule Elk, Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, National Chapter 25,000
Grizzly Island

Tule Elk, Mule Deer Foundation, Central Coast Chapter 33,000
Grizzly Island

Tule Elk, Foundation for North American Wild Sheep 12,000
Owens Valley

Golden Mule Deer Foundation, National 9,000
Opportunity Deer**

Golden Mule Deer Foundation,
Opportunity Deer** Central Coast Chapter 9,500

Golden Foundation for North American Wild Sheep 19,500
Opportunity Deer**

Golden Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation,
Opportunity Deer** Central San Joaquin Valley Chapter 7,000

Golden California Deer Association,
Opportunity Deer** San Jose Chapter pending auction on 5/6

Open Zone Deer* Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation,
Sacramento Chapter 4,800

Open Zone Deer* California Deer Association, Chico Chapter 8,500

Open Zone Deer* Mule Deer Foundation, Sacramento Chapter 5,000

Open Zone Deer* Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation 3,300
South Central Coast Chapter

Open Zone Deer* California Deer Association,
Salinas Chapter 7,000

Pronghorn Antelope*** Mule Deer Foundation, Central Coast Chapter 3,250

Pronghorn Antelope*** Foundation for North American Wild Sheep 4,500

Pronghorn Antelope*** Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation,
Central San Joaquin Valley Chapter 3,500

Pronghorn Antelope*** California Deer Association, pending auction on 5/6
San Jose Chapter

* Open Zone Deer Tag: Valid for all zones as well as additional deer hunts and
area-specific archery hunts within specified season dates and methods of
take.

** Golden Opportunity Deer Tag: Valid statewide from July 8, 2000 through
January 31, 2001.

*** Pronghorn tags are for the 2001 hunting season.

bution of bears affected by the
parasite.  After all,� says Dr. Swift,
�it was hunters who initially
brought it to our attention.�

The first report came from a
hunter in 1990 who killed a bear in
Siskiyou County.  While skinning
the bear, the hunter discovered
that the meat was covered with the
larval cysts.  Three other infected
bears have since been reported:
one each in Tehama (1993) Shasta
(1994), and Sierra (1998) counties.

�The number and geographic
separation of the cases suggests
that infection of the bears was not
due to a single contamination,�
says Dr. Jerold Theis, a researcher
with the U.C. Davis School of
Medicine. According to Dr. Theis,
humans are the likely source of the
contamination.

To put it delicately, you know
the saying about what bears do in
the woods?  Apparently some
humans, infected with the tape-
worm, have been doing that, too.
The California black bear, a notori-
ous scavenger, ingests the tape-
worm eggs and becomes an unwit-
ting host.

Although it doesn�t look very
appetizing, the meat from infected
bears is safe to eat so long as it�s
thoroughly cooked. According to
Dr. Theis, �Meat cooked to the well-
done stage will kill the tapeworm
larvae. Smoked or jerked meat
should be avoided, because the
preparation process doesn�t create
a high-enough temperature to kill
the larvae.�

Researchers believe the infec-
tion rate among California bears is
extremely low, judging from the
fact that only four infected bears
have been reported in the last ten
years. �Each time we receive a new
report, we know where we need to
address the problem in humans,�
says Dr. Theis.

Hunters who find any suspi-
cious-looking bear meat should
contact the DFG�s Wildlife Investi-
gations Lab at (916) 358-2790.


